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A mythical wedding, a demonstration, a carnival, 
a funeral procession, a fashion show or perhaps 
a combination of all these? A colorful parade of 
mysterious creatures wander through a fictitious 
northern landscape carrying unique crafted ob-
jects. Who are they, and where are they going?

In Sweden, one of the most internet-connected countries 
in the world, we are witnessing a resurgence of interest 
in handicraft  
traditions, which are being adapted in new ways in art, 
fashion and design. Craft skills and tactile intelligence 
are becoming  
catalysts for creative innovation and an important coun-
terbalance in an increasingly digital society. 

Next Level Craft is not your typical handicraft exhibi-
tion – it has its own soundtrack and music video. The re-
nowned young Swedish artist Aia Jüdes has created a 
new and playful story about Scandinavian crafts, mixing 
voguing*, street art, high  
fashion, pop culture and electronic music with everything 
from wool embroidery, weaving and felting to root bind-
ing, wood turning and birch bark braiding.

Based on the craft traditions and rich nature of Sweden, 
this exhibition aims to spread knowledge and increase in-
terest in craft traditions and skills among children and 
young adults.

The exhibition presents works by more than 40 crafters, 
artists and designers from all over Sweden. The youngest 
artists featured here are in their early twenties, and the 
oldest is nearly 90 years old.  

Some objects are gentle and down to earth while others 
are elaborate, experimental and bold. Together they form 
a diverse unity, a collective body composed of many dif-
ferent individuals, all moving in a common direction to 
advance Swedish handicrafts in the 21st century.

With humor and a big heart, Next Level Craft takes the 
pulse of our own time, and through cross-boundery col-
laborations, highlights the magic and the joy of creative 
hands.

Welcome!

THE LIGHT INSIDE THE EXHIBITION CHANGES 

FROM DAY TO NIGHT IN A 15 MINUTE LOOP.  

OUR MUSIC VIDEO IS SHOWN “AT NIGHT”  

EVERY 15 MINUTES.
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EVERY 15 MINUTES.

----------------------------------------
THE EXHIBITION IS AN INITIATIVE OF THE HANDICRAFT CONSULTANTS  

WORKING ON BEHALF OF THE COUNTIES (LANDSTING/LÄN)  IN  

NORTHERN SWEDEN AND WAS ORIGINALLY PRODUCED AS A PART OF 

UMEÅ – EUROPEAN CAPITAL OF CULTURE 2014 IN COLLABORATION WITH 

THE NATIONAL SWEDISH HANDICRAFT COUNCIL AND  

THE SWEDISH ART COUNCIL. 

CURATOR: AIA JÜDES

ILLUSTRATIONS  &  GRAPHIC DESIGN: SANNA HAVERINEN

STYLIST: JOHANNA HOFRING

CONSTRUCTIONS: JOHAN UNGA  &  PER AHLENIUS

LIGHT: LUMINATION

PROJECTIONS: PRESENTATIONSDESIGN

ANN SKUM LINDSTRÖM

ANNA GRAN

BENGT-ERIK NILSSON

CAROLINA RÖNNBERG

CECILIA LEVY

CECILIA PERSSON

CLAES HOFBERG

EMELIE AHLNÉR

ERIK OLOF PERSSON

EVA NORDANGÅRD

FELIX WINK

FREDRIK ANDERSSON

FREDRIK PAULSEN

FRIDA FJELLMAN

GUNILLA CLASSON

GUNNEL ERIKSSON

GÖTE FORSSTRÖM

HANNA HEDMAN

JOHANNA HOFRING

JONATHAN JOSEFSSON

JULIA GAMBORG-NIELSEN

JULIA ADZUKI

LENA ERIKSSON

MARGIT LINDHOLM

OLLE OLLS

OVE HEDENSTRÖM

PERNILLA ROZENBERG

PETER KARBIN

RANDI MARAINEN

ROLAND FÄLLMAN

SIMON KLENELL

SOFIA RICKLUND LIDGREN

SVEN-ÅKE RISFJELL

TAGE ÖHLUND

TOR SÖDERIN

www.nextlevelcraft.se


